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property of any kind, or liability to third parties for
property damage or personal injury subject to certain
exceptions." (Paragraph 129.)
The exceptions referred to were in respect of reactor instal-
lations, concerns engaged in the fabrication, processing and
reprocessing of atomic fuel and risks arising from specific
radioisotopes.
A close examination of the subject preceded these recom-
mendations which contemplated the channelling of all liability
for radioactive contamination to the reactor owner or operator
without right of recourse against any other party. The con-
clusion had been reached that, in English law, it might be
possible, in the event of a fire in, say, a nuclear installation
causing the release of radioactivity, for the fire insurers to be
held responsible for damage so occasioned to properties which
they might insure against fire risks some way, possibly, from the
installation. Many conflicting statements were current in dif-
ferent parts of the world as to the amount of damage which
might be so caused. It was, therefore, hoped that legislatures
might deal with the situation by, first of all, channelling all
liability to reactor owners or operators, without right of
recourse, which, indeed, it was intended to do in the United
Kingdom and was effected by the Nuclear Installations (Licens-
ing and Insurance) Act, 1959. However, the Act has imposed
an absolute liability only in respect of the consequences o£ the
release of ionising radiations and not, for example, in connec-
tion with explosion damage as such, arising internally or
externally, if it should occur.
Reinforced by the terms of their domestic legislation, British
insurers have been able to take steps to exclude from all policies
covering damage to property o£ any kind and third party
policies covering injury or damage to third parties, liability for
the risk which has been placed upon the owner or operator
who, in the terms of the legislation (see p. 262) is required either
to insure or to make available reserves up to an amount of
£5,000,000 in any one " cover period." The relevant clause—
the Radioactive Contamination Exclusion Clause—is dealt with
on page 266.
The majority of Continental countries have, during the past
ten years, introduced atomic risks exclusion clauses into third
party insurance contracts.
It is not intended to hamper the use of radioisotopes now so
commonly in use in research, industry, medicine and agriculture.
Indemnities in connection with radiation risks (other than those

